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READING TEST - Time it took you: __________ - Results: ________/30 

Task 1. (10 x 1 = 10 marks) - Multiple Choice 
Read the following text. For questions 1-10, choose the alternative a, b or c which 
fits best according to the text. Write your answers in the box provided next to each 
question. The first one is an example. 

GREAT INVENTIONS: LIQUID PAPER (about 700 words) 
Typists prone to making mistakes when using old-fashioned typewriters or word processors 
have Bette Nesmith Graham to thank for creating one of the most simple and 
lifesaving inventions in all of office-supply history —Liquid Paper.  

Born Bette Clair McMurry in Dallas, Texas on March 23, 1924, this high-school 
dropout married Warren Nesmith at the age of 19 and worked as a secretary while 
earning her GED in night school. While her husband was away in service during World 
War II, she gave birth to a son. After her husband returned from the war, the couple 
divorced. Nesmith found herself a single mother, left to raise her son alone.  

Nesmith had not actually wanted to be a secretary. She was much more 
interested in art, and in her free time she dabbled in painting and drawing. However, she 
became adept at her profession and by 1951 was working as an executive secretary for the 
chairman of a bank.  

At that time electric typewriters were becoming more and more popular, and in 
learning to use them, Nesmith and other secretaries often made mistakes they found 
difficult to erase, in part because of the messy carbon-film ribbons used in the devices. 
Nesmith knew that artists were accustomed to simply painting over their mistakes with 
more paint. She thought, why not do the same to cover our mistakes?  

Nesmith came up with a very simple formula that she began making just for herself 
to use at work. Using her kitchen blender she mixed up some tempera water-based paint, 
tinting it to match her company stationery. She took it to the office with a watercolor brush 
and whenever she made a mistake on paper, she simply painted over it and fixed it.  

The formula worked like magic. In fact, her boss never noticed the corrected errors in 
her work. It wasn't long before other secretaries found out about the ingenious solution 
and when they began asking if they could use some of the fluid, she began making up 
bottles, putting labels on them that read "Mistake Out," and giving them to friends.  

Nesmith soon began to realize that the product was popular enough to form the 
basis for a business. She started the Mistake Out Company in 1956 in her home, mixing the 
fluid in her kitchen and employing her son and his friends to fill bottles for customers. 
When she became too engrossed in her own business, her boss at the bank fired her. It was 
a blessing in disguise: Now she could devote all her time to the Mistake Out business.  

Nesmith patented the product, renamed it "Liquid Paper," and obtained a 
trademark. Before long she was selling around 100 bottles of Liquid Paper per month. In 
1957 a magazine called "The Office" mentioned the product. General Electric placed a large 
order. Soon, business was booming. Nesmith married Robert Graham in 1962 and he joined 
the business as well. By 1967, Liquid Paper was a million-dollar enterprise. In 1968, Nesmith 
Graham opened a new plant with 20 employees. That year she sold one million bottles.  

In 1975, Nesmith Graham divorced her husband. That same year she opened a 
35,000-square-foot headquarters building for Liquid Paper in Dallas. A year later, the 
company's net earnings were $1.5 million and product was being sold in 31 countries 
around the world. Nesmith Graham was innovative in establishing her company culture, 
encouraging employees to participate in making corporate decisions and setting up an in-
plant library and child-care center. She also used a portion of her fortune to set up two 
foundations to help women in need, the Gihon Foundation, established in 1976; and the 
Bette Clair McMurray Foundation, founded in 1978.  
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In 1979, she sold her company to the Gillette Corporation for $47.5 million. A year 
later she passed away at the age of 56.   

Adapted from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, MIT School of Engineering 
 

The questions  Answers  
0. --- 0  a  ✔ 
1. Bette Nesmith Graham…  

a. created the lifesaving invention.  
b. created Liquid Paper.  
c. was prone to making mistakes.  

1 
 
 
 

  

2. At high school...  
a. she didn't finish her studies.  
b. she had the night shift.  
c. she got pregnant.  

2 
 
 
 

  

3. She raised her son...  
a. with her husband, until he went to war.  
b. while her husband was in service.  
c. mostly on her own.  

3 
 
 
 

  

4. Nesmith became a secretary...  
a. because it was a good job for a woman.  
b. because she enjoyed going to school in the evenings.  
c. to earn a living, not because she liked it.  

4 
 
 
 

  

5. How did she come up with the idea of liquid paper? 
a. Because of her hobby and fondness of art.  
b. As an Executive Secretary.  
c. While covering her mistakes with paint.  

5 
 
 
 

  

6. Mistake Out was...  
a. made of tempera and water.  
b. watercolor on stationery. 
c. liquid paper. 

6 
 
 
 

  

7. She stopped working at the bank because... 
a. she decided to start a business.  
b. she was fired.  
c. her boss found out she made a lot of mistakes.  

7 
 
 
 

  

8. How long had Nesmith had her company for before she married again? 
a. in 1957.  
b. in 1962.  
c. five or six years.  

8 
 
 
 

  

9. When did her business become a million-dollar business?  
a. at the end of the 1950s.  
b. at the end of the 1960s.  
c. when she opened a new plant.  

9 
 
 
 

  

10. Why was Nesmith an innovator as a business woman? 
a. Because of her culture.  
b. Because workers took part in decision-making processes and 

had special free services. 
c. Because she set up two foundations to help women in need.  

10 
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Task 2. (20 x 1 = 20 marks) - Cloze Test 
Read the text and choose one suitable word from the box for each numbered blank 
(1-20). Write your answers in the box below. Each word can be used only once. 
There are eight words you will not need.  

The Man Who Built Catan 
Posted by Adrienne Raphel (about 600 words) 

In the eighties, Klaus Teuber was working __1__ a dental technician outside the 
industrial city of Darmstadt, Germany. He was unhappy. He started designing 
elaborate board games in his basement workshop. “I remember I __2__ games to 
escape,” he said. “This was my own world I created.” 

Teuber, now sixty-one, is the creator of The Settlers of Catan, a board game 
__3__ players compete to establish the most successful colony on a fictional island 
called Catan. First published in Germany in 1995, the game __4__ sold more than 
eighteen million copies worldwide. Including all the editions, there are about eighty 
official varieties of Catan—__5__  if you include electronic versions. Teuber is still 
somewhat baffled by the popularity of his creation. In 1998, he was finally able to 
leave his dental lab. “I felt like Catan __6__ feed me and my family,” he said.  

Here’s how The Settlers of Catan works: There are nineteen hexagonal tiles, 
known as “terrain hexes.” Each hex represents one of five resources: brick, wool, ore, 
grain, or lumber. To start the game, the tiles are shuffled and laid out __7__ create 
the game board, which is the island. Players __8__ turns rolling the dice, and the 
number that’s rolled determines which terrain hex produces resources. By collecting 
various combinations of resources, you __9__ build roads and settlements around 
the borders of these hexes, placing little wooden houses on the board. More 
resources allow you to build more or to upgrade your settlements into cities. Derk 
Solko, a co-founder of the popular gaming forum Boardgamegeek.com, said to 
Wired in 2009, “If I had a magic wand to replace all the copies of Monopoly out 
there with Settlers, I truly think the world __10__ be a better place.” In Catan, one 
player’s success can benefit others, and if you simply form a monopoly on one 
resource you __11__ never win, since you have to have a combination of different 
elements to get anywhere on the island. (There is a “Monopoly” card in Catan, 
__12__ gives its holder the power to steal all the resource cards of a declared type 
from opponents’ hands, but it’s a one-time, unpredictable prize.) Competition, but 
also strategy and inventiveness are required in order to keep up. 

In 1988 Teuber designed Barbarossa, a game in which players mold clay 
sculptures and try to guess what their opponents’ figures represent. Before that, he 
__13__ reading a fantasy trilogy by Patricia McKillip about a man who wins a game 
of riddles against a ghost. It took Teuber seven years to show Barbarossa to a 
publisher, but when he __14__ it was a hit. After that, Teuber designed several 
__15__ games and won several awards, but he was __16__ working fourteen-hour 
days in the dental lab. In 1991, after reading histories of Viking life, he became 
fascinated with Iceland and the age of discovery. “What __17__ it like when they 
reached this virgin island?” he said. “I wanted to find out.”  

By 1995 Spiel des Jahres winners had been gaining popularity in US American 
hobby stores __18__ several years. The Internet enabled Catan to go viral. However, 
the electronic versions aren’t likely to displace the cardboard version. As Magerko 
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put it, “There is something about the co-location of physical items, sitting across 
from each other at a table, sharing pizza, that playing with digital board games 
online simply __19__ not replace.” The social aspect of the game is what Teuber 
seems proudest of. Once he received a letter from an attendant at a sanitarium for 
children, who said that one of the boys __20__ never spoken to the others. Then, at 
some point, the boy noticed a group of kids playing Catan. “He came to the other 
children and started to play,” Teuber said.  
  

Adapted from The New Yorker. February 12, 2014 
The words you can choose  

AS CAN COULD DESIGNED DOES DID DURING 

FOR HAD HAD BEEN HAS LIKE MORE MOST 

OTHER OTHERS PLAY STILL TAKE TAKING THAT 

TO WAS WHICH WHERE WILL WOULD YET 
 

Your answers  

0.  ✔  
1.    11.    

2.    12.   

3.    13.   

4.    14.   

5.    15.   

6.    16.   

7.    17.   

8.   18.   

9.    19.   

10.    20.        
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LISTENING TEST - Time it took you: __________ Results: ________/20 

Task 1. (10 x 1 = 10 marks) Multiple choice  

Read the questions. Then go to each web address and listen. Write a, b, or c in the 
corresponding box. Listen again to check your answers. 

 

Remember: read first and then listen twice. 

 

PART 1. Go to http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p01rxbpr (1 minute).  

Letty Neary Jones describes what it was like to win the 500 Word contest. 

The questions  Answers 
0. What medal did she win? 

a. Gold 
b. Silver 
c. Bronze 

0 b ✔ 

1. What was the story about? 
a. About people witnessing a car crash 
b. About how people felt 
c. About why people are different 

1 a 

 

2. Which main advice does she give? 
a. Stupid ideas are good ideas 
b. It doesn't matter if your ideas are crazy 
c. Read a lot 

2 b 
 

 
PART 2. Go to this web address and listen: http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/technology-
26264598 (1 minute)  

What do these WhatsApp users like & dislike about this app? 

The questions  Answers 
3. Speaker 1. Why do you use WhatsApp? 

a. I'm good at technology. 
b. It's easier. 
c. Everybody's got it. 

3 c 

 

4. Speaker 2. Why do you use WhatsApp? 
d. I'm good at technology. 
e. It's easier. 
a. Everybody's got it. 

4 b 

 

5. Speaker 3. Where does she study? 
a. In London 
b. In India 
c. In Singapur 

5 c 
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6. Speaker 4. What's her main point? 
a. She doesn't like WhatsApp. 
b. She loves WhatsApp. 
c. She never uses Facebook. 

6 a 
 

7. Speaker 5. How does he use it? 
a. To talk to family every day. 
b. To communicate with friends. 
c. To check his email. 

7 b 
 

8. Speaker 6. What does he prefer? 
a. Texting 
b. Social networks 
c. WhatsApp 

5 a 
 

 
PART 3. Go to this web address and listen: 
http://www.npr.org/2014/01/15/262788998/these-guitars-are-for-the-birds-
literally (1 minute) 

The questions  Answers 
9. What is the program about? 

a. a scientific experiment  
b. an exhibition  
c. a musician 

3 b 

 

10. Why did the musician create this kind of music? 
a. because he had a great idea 
b. because as an artist he was experimenting, exploring 
c. because he has a sense of humor 

4 b 

 

 

Task 2. (5 x 2 = 10 marks) Fill-in-the-gaps (1 minute) 
 
Read the question. Go to "500 Words" at 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p01rxc5k and listen, to fill in gaps 1-3 with 2 or 
3 words and gaps 4-5 with one. Listen again to check your answers. 
 
Which are the 3 tips the man gives for writing 500-word stories? 

1. _______________________________________________ 

2. _______________________________________________ 

3. _______________________________________________ 

What's the most important thing about writing? 

4. It should be ____________________________________ 

5. It's all about ____________________________________ 

 


